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' Whole World, 
| To try. themſelves by Gods Witneſs in 


; them, toſee whichot theſe three Reſts 


they are'in, for in one or the other | 
all Mankind 1s aſſuredly ith, 
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The firſt, is the delight in open Prophaneneſs , and 
this is the Reſt of many. | | 

\ The ſecond, is_ a covering, by 4 profeſſuon of God, 
but.is not of the trxe Spirit; and theſe have a hope, 
and a gow of godline\s , and this is their Reſt, but 
their hope ſhall periſh. 

The third, is a profeſſton from truth, in the inward 
parts , and theſe are covered with the Holy Spi- 
rit 5 and this Paul, with all the holy men of God, 
came ( and comes ) into, which is the third Reſt, 
which ſtands in Righteouſneſs, in which the unut- 

| terable words is heard. 2h 
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L Icten and givecar all people, High and Low, Rich and 
| Poor, Noble and Tgnoble, Profeſſors and Prophane, for 
— gmy mouth ſhall ſpeak cruth- from my' heart, and I ſhall 
. "utter my condition, from a Child, unto this preſent 
day. Know all people, that from a Child | was' t ed b 

my Parents, to be obedient unto their good inſtruions, whic 

was, to fear God, and tobe obedient unto their juſt commands; 
unto which inftruftions I was very diſobedient, and from a 
Child, and in the rerm of my youth, I lived in all manner of 
vanity , ſporting ny felf, and 'taking delight in-the things 
that were evil, and doings. wickedly it diſobedience; and in 
my youth, it was my delight and life, to be with vain compa- 
ny, ſuch as my (elf was, in drinking to exceſs, and then fing- 
ing; and taking great delight with thefreſt'of my companions 


therein”, and ſothetimes 'xt Cards ind Dice; arid 'Shnffies 
board;-and Bowls,” and 'oftentim&s''#djng with my compant- 
ons to ſuch houfes, where there was hight; proud; vain, wajjtori 
Maidens, playing onthe Virginals, and taking dehighe in hear- 
ing the yam wanton tunes, and dancings, both in this Nation, 
and others, which puffs up the vaiii, hight, atery, fleſhly'minds 
of young people, and'others,' who raketh'pledfinethereiny;, who 
cannot'cea'e from fin, whoſe eyesare neverſatiSfied with (ce- 
ng vain f{ighrs and faſhions, and cars hearing yain tunes, both 
of yorces'of men; and Inſtriments of  Mufick : And all 
theſe who are 10this eftare, raking pleaſure: m."ilnquity , and 
making merry over Gods Eternal; Faithfnf, *and*Everlaſting 

A2 Witneſs, 


Witneſs, both within and without, are dead while they live: 
And hearallthat is4nthe world, the luftof-thefleſh; the-luſt 
of the eye, and thepride of life , which comethnor from the 
Father, is loved and ated by all mankind, in this eftate , and 
in this eſtate did T continue and delight, until I was about 
twenty two years of .age, at which time I-went. volugtarily, 
with ſome others of my, Conſoprts; into the. ſervice'of the 
Commonwealth , along with he that was called theEarl of 
Warwick , which was at: the very beginning of the difference 
between the King and Parliament of this Nation ; and at that 
time, I being inthe Ship,calledche Prince-Rgya/;; being ailow- 
ed aboutfour or frve hundred men ; «nd-after I hadbFten a- 
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EOrG-MENGONS 9; (or. rather God) I ſfay,my voice and courle of 
lite, into profeſſion of..God;, and from .open prophaneneſs , 
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co hear them arid T not doubting, that if I could pray and 
ſpeak of the Scripturesas they did, but that then it would be 
well wich me; and if they did bur ſpeak that ſuch a book of 
ſuch a mans works was a very good book , then if itwere poſli- 
ble, F would get that toread : The Lord knows I cailed to him, 
and cryed- to him in this" eftace, but I knew him not, and I was: 
in trouble. ' - J EIT OCs) 

But this came to pals, as ſoon as I changed 'my voice; and 
reproved my former companious', (whom/] then did Rate, and, 
drink-wwh) they tmmediately:ſcoffed me, and mocked mie;and: 
told me; that when Iicame afhore I would be: as badas ever::I: 
was, which words much troubled me in my ſpirit, and grieved: 
me, anda fecret cry would be in me often ro the Lord, that 
they might be made lyars; and that I might be.kept;; and this 
fecre: cry, I at that time, knew not it was true- prayer; to God, 
but thought in my wiſdome, that if 1 could but make a long; 
pare andipeak of God and Chriit, asothers did,, who had 

ong, it is like, profeſſed his name, it would then be well with 
me; and thiswas my great trouble, becauſe ſometimes when 
| went to go to prayer, I could not pray, but troubled.: Bur 
I fay the ſecret cry to/bedelivered from theevil, - which is like: 
was with {ighsand groans., bur] -am ſure was w the: grief of 
my ſpirit when no word was uttered : ] ſay, this cry or prayer 
to God was heard, and I delivered, and thoſe that reviled me 
wereall made lyars, and their revilings were ſo to me at that 
time,, that I ſeparated my ſelf from eating and drinking with 
chem ; as ſome; who may-yet- remember to this day': And at 
that time, asT ſaid: before, in that wifdome which T had read 
the. Scriptures from a child, didT fearch them , and other 
books, and went to hear the eminenteſt Miniſters, fo called,but 
fill in trouble of ſpirit , becauſe I could not pray ,. and ſpeak 
of things of God, as 1 judged others could ; and'T can truly 
ſay, I was very diligent 1n theſe things, and ran from Moun- 
tar torHilt; yea, ] fay, to.rhe higheſt of Mountams, who were' 
mounted up by the mouths of the higheſt Profeliors of God in 
this Nation; and in this wandering ſome ſixteen years, F 
rw the earthly wiſdome, and ſenſual, grew in 1tinto a! 
profeſſion and comprehenfion/ of what 'the' Prophets, Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles, faifand did : And it-may be. profited ,:be>- 
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yond ſome of my i ran inthis; bue notwithſtanding T grew 
in this wiſdome kigher and higher , ſothet I could diſcourſe 
of what was written in the Scriptures as fome others, or as 
they, who once I thoughe if I equld but have done , it would 
be well with me; buethis I fay, when] was come up unto this 
ſtate of wiſdome, through much running and going, and dili- 
gence, I cannot fay, but that I wasas far of being ſatisfied in 
the knowledge of God, as I wazat the fuft, when I thought ic 
would have been well with me, if thae I could buthave done 
that which I was now.come to ;-and truly I went from one to 
another, .and I read the Scriptures, and ſearched them ,: and 
many of che yg would appearto my wildome to be ſuch 
ſtrange ſayings, that this ery would be-often in me, what 
ſhould be themeaning of the many ſayings therein written, 
that Thave been ſaconfounded in my ſpirit, that I have not 
known what to do; and truly this was darknefſe in me that 
mighe be felt, and I know many poor fouls may know what I 
fay in this thing; and truly T have put up a Bill to be prayed 
for, being in trouble of ſpirit, and then reading the .Scri= 
peures, 1 found that in the ſixth cf the ſecond of the Corinthi= 
@ns, and other ſayings to the ſame purpaſe; Wherefore come 
out from among them , and be ye. jORed : So here I joyed, 
that thote that found any thing af:God'{twring w-them, was to 
ſeparatethemlelves from the world, and then was there a peo- 
ple in this Nation ſeparated themſelves, called Independents, a- 
mong whom I heard, and defired to fee their order; and this 
E fay: Gods Witneſie alwayes follewed me, and this ſaying 
would be brought before me-often'; Let amen examine 'bim- 
ſelf , and he that eateth and drinketh unworthily , eats and winery 
damnation to himſelf ; and traly'Gods faithful-Witnefle woyl 

condemn me for ſecret fin andevil, fo. that I durſt not geyer eo 
them to-eatand drink-with:them ; and fo ſearching the. Scri- 
ptures ta ſee.yho walked. neareff to what was written in them, 
there was a peopie,:called Anabaptits, which. 1 Eo my- wil- 
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dome judged.wailked neareſt to the letter of the Scripture, and 
Theard often amongſt them , and the higheſt of thofe Monn- 
tains, aud Imuch pleaded for:them, and contended for their 
chief. graund;of Baptifine with: Water; that they then layed 
down, 'which-was thus:,: Go teach all Nations, baptizing mn L 
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.. 
which word Baptizing, they then, andalſo now fay it is mean 
Water , and I took their meaning, and looked upon it fo, and 
ſol contended for it ; but people mind, the word Water is not 
there mentioned , bug thus it is written , Ga teach all Nations, 
baptizingthem into the name, or in the name, of the Father, Son, 
and Spirit, or the Hely Ghoſt. Now for people to be baptized 
into the name, or in the name, cannot be ſaid water, but it muſt 
bethe Spirie, forthe Father, Son, «nd Spirit is one. Now for any 
man toaffirm, that that aying in the Scripture, Go teach all 
Nations, baptizing them into the name of the Father, Son, and 
Hoty Gboſt, 1s a ſafhcient ground for them that minifter to 1mi- 
tate'or foros iSdenied, for had it been fo, it wonld have 
been a ſufficient ground for Fau/, whofaid , Chri [ent hin not 
to haptize,but to: preach the Goſpel: So Pauls ground of Baptiri 
was not from thenee, which now men makes their ground. 

Now1 do bdieve there was ſomething of God ſtirring in 
that peoplethen, and isin ſome to this day; bur I dobelicve 
- that darknefle is ſet ſoin them, thac when they -rend many of 
the Scriptures , thatthey may fcel chis cry in them, what is 
the meaning of this ſaying, and theother , as was in me; and 
truly though many might think me to be a godly man, becauſe 
] walked out of the courſe of the world; (and truly there 
was that in me, that loved thoſe that i diſcerned had a .zeal 
for God, and walked ſfoberly, and oit of pride) yet Gods 
Faichful Witnefſe was {wift in me; to condemn me , though I 
do believel then might:walk as blamelefle, as to the outward, 
as moſt of thoſe who was in Fellowſhips, and I'durſt not eat 
and drink with them, for fear of eating and drinking mine 
own damnation, though I contended for chem, the Lord is my 
WitneſſeI fpeak the truth in theſe things; and truly it was ſo, 
that I in the firſt wiſdome did judge my felf tobe under the 
Law, tokeepa Sabbath day, and what I judged in my con- 
ſcience was of neceſſity tobe done of that day, I was free to. 
do, .and whatI judged out, not to bedone on that day, that - 
I withſtood, which was unneceſſary things , for which I ſuffer- 
ed firipes ; but douhtlefſe becauſe I did it as to the Lord, it 
was excepted,and ] am not now condenined for that, but truly 
when read Moſes,and the Prophets,:& his Apoitles words] was 
troubled about the ſeeming contradidtions, and Conremy Bate 
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-Aifes of the Servants of God, finicethe coming of Chriſt , and 
-the Commands of God given by Moſes, and the praftiſes of 
thoſe before Chriſt , that T knew not-what Chrift pat an end 
60,. by | his 'offering up himſelf;/ and! eruly. I 'know:in theſe 
things there is great controverſies, and' different opinions+n 
this our day, and the ſeveral different pratifes' and cryings, 
loe here, and loe there, and'all inthickdarknefſeas Twas, :and 


It is impoſſible ic ſhould be otherwiſe in this firſt wiſdome, 


whichthe world by wiſdome knows not God in, and the Scrt+ 
pthres of -truth were never given'forth by: this wifdome;, .afid 
therefore the wiſeſt of men cannot underſtand -them, and 
therefore the wife men of the earth exalts thoſe who are moſt 
eloquent in ſpeech, which mans wiſdome hath taught, at:Carm- 
bridge and Oxford, or ſomewhere el{e,'to- be their :Miniſters, 
who are found in the eps of the falle Prophets before Chriſt, 
and ththe ſteps of falſe Miniſters firice Chriſt 3 and cruly they 
are infſuch'deep darknefſe, yea ſpiritual darknefle, that chey 
think they do'God ſervice, many'oficthem,'when they are per- 
ſecuting the ſeryants of God ,- but be ſnare that zeal that per- 
ſecutes1s never right © An this T-declare to all the world, thar 
the Lord never honoured'any Prieſt in:this Nation, to be in 
ftrumental of any good at all'untome, but his own Arm-a- 
lone, throngh his good Spirit , dehvered me i that thing, 
when the.cry of my Soul came up-before him;- and becauſe 
thecry was to be delivered fromevil, which my enemies would 
have rejoyced to have ſeen;therefore was-it heard, bleſſed be his 
Name for-ever : Biit this fay, I was mi exceeding thick dark-= 
nefſe, and 2s I faid before ,\{trived in my old wiſdome., in 
ſearching the Scriptures to find reft to my ſoul: and I ran to 
the higheſt of Mountains and Hills, and heard Sermons from 
them, three1n a'day, and ſometimes Sermons repeated; and 
I can fay of a truth, I did encreate in the old wiſdome, and 
I was toffed up and down i that wiidome, like a wave of the 
Sea, -that when I read the Scriptures, my {ſpirit was troubled, 
andI in ſuch darknefle as was felt, becauſe] knew not the ſay- 
ing therein, and the cry in me ſtill, What is the meaning of 
chis, and the other ; and when I came to the Mouneains, I fee 
7 wereat a loſſeas well as I, for they would ſays ſich an Au- 
zo faid Chus of ſuch a ſaying ofVcripture , and ſuch an Au- 
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thor ſaith thus, and a third thus, and then the people muſt | 
have his meaningalſo; and then he faith, I take it thns; And 
this was all that everI learned from them, even fetled upon 


their deceitful meanings, and that I was to believe upon 


Chriſt that died without the Gates of Feruſaler, and then all 
is well; and hedidall for us, and I fay, this is the Do&rine 
that giveth liberty to fin: Notwithſtanding that is true, the 
place where Chriſt died, and that hedied unto fin once, and 
that death of himſelf, ended all the dyings of the Beaſts, which 
were the ſhadowes of him, to all thoſe that ſees him ſo to be, 
and the coming in of his Bleſſed Spirit, to purge their Con- 
ſciences from dead workes to ſerve the Living God; and 
this he purchaſed, to deſtroy the works of the Devil in us, and 
thisis more than a talk, he did all for us, and a bare believing 
of the Hiſtory, when they feel nothing ofthe Miſtery, Chriſt 
within them. 

Truly I can fay, all the time T was toffed up and down, and 
found no refting place , inſtead of growing in Grace and true 
humility and humbleneſs of mind, I grew in that wiſdom that 
puffed up; andindeedT grew worſe and worſe, althongh I 
could ſpeak of Scriptures, and aQas many Profefſors who now 
are counted honeſt gedly men, bur 1 ſay, Gods witneſs tefti- 
fied in me, ] was worſe and worſe; yea, the good zeal which 
was in me toward the Lord, when the Lord firſt moved in me, 
in my affliction, was quenched in a great meaſure; bur yet 
his Grace was not wholly taken from me, from ſtriving with 
me, bleſfed be his Name. But his faithful and true Witneſs 
followed me, and often checked and reproved me for my va- 
nity, and when ] had many times run out in excefle of cating 
or drinking, or other vanities, keeping companie , although 
never ſo great in eſteem ofthe world, the Judgments of the 
Lord would overtake me for theſe things: And although I 
prayed often againſt them,yea,with many tears, yetI was taken 
again captive , when great temptations preſented again. And 
thus was my condition for many years that ſomtimes 1 durſt 
not look up to the Lord for daies together, bur was wholly 
dejeaed, yet God preſerved a ſecret love in me to thoſe Com- 
manders and Officers, and others who ſpoke againſt evi], and 
as I then thought , walked more ſoberer than others in their 
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converſations ;' and it is ee of thera might have a lave 
tome; asone told me fince, he knew nothing but caat] was 
an honeſt man, then ( and 1 know aone-could ite any jſt 
ground to ſpeak any otherwiſe ) But my Anſwer was, there 
was nothing of honefty formerly in-tae, chat I was gone from, 
but a going further into it : And truly all that ever] gathered 
tn from che Prieſts, the high mountains and hills, which in 
truth are buc barren mountains, inſtead of bringing me nearer 
tothe Lord, ſet me furcher off , and I had themotre of my own 
wiſdome and righteoulneſfſe to loſe: When the Lord frft 
began cruly to open my nnderftanding, yea to reveal his Son 
in me, toftay my mind upon hmm which had been ſo long tol- 
fed up and down like a wave of the Sea, by every wind of do- 
frrine, and. cunning craftineſle of the deceitful Shepherds ; 
bur I ſay ac this time I being convinced of that which had of- 
ten followed me, and ftrived with me, and checked me, and 
reproved mein my felf, which is Gods faichful everlaſting 
true Witneſſe, and that I was to be obedient unto it, or elſe 
* bringeth tribulation and anguiſh upon every foul of man 
that doch evil, both upon fewand Gentile, and this I had of- 
ten felt : Now when ] owned this light within me, or Gods 
gift, or faithful erue Witneſle, to be guided and led. by this 
true wiſdome, this hath ſhewed me all that ever I have done 
finceT was a child: Is nor this the Chriſt? and this is the ſame 
thatbroughe before me all che evilof 'my wayes , when firſt 
God Almighty afflicted me many years ago , and after Ithad 
been obedient unto thiglight, my underſtanding was opened, 
to underſtand the eefttmony of truth wricten 1n the firſt of 
Fohsn , In the beginning was tke Ford, and ſo forth ; and al 
things was wade by him, and without hin was nothing made that 

was Wade : In bin was life, and the: tife wasthe light of men: 

People mind this ; the life was the light of men, and the light 
fhineth intbedarknefſe : This was the revelation firſt to me; 
that that which the Scriptures teſtzfieth without of , was in me.,. 
and this was it which all along had lee me fee che evil when ] 
had ated ic, and did reprove meforit; and to this agrees th e 
Scriptures without any meaning ; the Zfe is the light of men, 
men in darkneffe the hghc ſhines an , for the teſtimony of 7obr 
is rrQie; whodſaith, and ſpeaks of the life , That he s — 
te | | ight, 


(9) : 

light, that lighteth every man that cometh intothe world : And 
Paul faith, The Grace of God hath appeared to all men : And 
again hefaith, The meaſure of the Spirit is given to every Man to 
profit with : And Chrift ſpeaketh of the talents given to all, 
but ſome did not profit by it : Here is three Witneſſes which ts -. 
ſufficient , though there is many more fayings to this ef- 
fe&, and theſeare known and read in the wiſdome of God 
without meanings, though men which is in that wiſdome 
which is from beneath, knoweth not what to make of them, 
but wreſts them as they do all the other Scriptures to their own 
deſtrution. | 

And many ſayings were opened to me, and thetruth in them 
revealed, which was ſealed up from that wiſdome-which I 
was in, when the cry was in me, What is the meaning 2 Whar 
is the meaning ? I know people cannot believe what might be 
declared; one ſaying of Chriſt is this, which was opened to 
me, None knoweth the Father but the Son, and he to whom the 
Son will reveal him : People, this ſaying is withont any other 
meaning bue what it ſpeaks, and it is not to be wreſted ; and 
Chriſt the Life, which 1s the light of men, knew well what he 
ſaid, when he faid, None knoweth the Father but the Son, andþe 
to whom the Son will reveal him. Now what ſhall become of all 
that denieth Revelation, and ſay Revelations is ceaſed, all theſe 
knows not the Father, nornever ſhall, except they own the 
Son, the Light, to reveal him , for all they continue in the 
darkneſſe, who owns not the light which chey are enlightened 
withall, to lead them ont of the darknefſe. ' And after I came 
to own the light, it manifeſted co me where I was, and what 
was doing, and to what nature I was a ſervant unto; and at 
this time ] was a ſervant in Command of one of -my Nations 
Ships, in the pnblike ſervice, and. had been ſo ſome years in 
che late Wars with the Ho!lander : And this light of Chrift ma- 
nifeſted rome, that when Oliver Cromwell, late” Prote&or, aſ- 
ſented to ſend a Letter by our General to tlie King of Spain, 
co this effe&, that he ſhould not be troubled at his Fleet of War 
cominginto thoſe Seas, for it came not to do him any wrong, 
nor any elſe, with whom then we had peace with, this was 
noiſed and known, yet to the fame Fleet, ſome time after, 
came 2 Packet, that we were to way-lay his Plate Fleet, to take 
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it; and1 am ſure thiswas a&ed by our Fleet, that we lay off 
Eape Maries, and Cape Vinſones, to look for the Plate Fleet, fo 
long, that our provition wgs ſo much ex{pended , that $ man 
went to four mens viguals before we got to England; I was a 
witneſle to thele things, who commanded one of the Ships the 
ſame time, and this ation was the ground of the difference 
berwixtthis Nation and that, whatever elſe may be broughe 
to cover this our Nations evil; and this the chief Power of 
our Nation was firſt in this tranſgrefſion, wherein the general 
part of theſe three Nations ſuffers very deeply nnder, and 
many undone and ruinated ; andintruth, this Nation 1s aCt- 
img in the ſame ſteps,and doing the ſame thing againſt the Spa- 
niſh Nation, as the Hol/and Nation did againſt this at the firſt ;. 
and this the light of Chriſt in my Conſcience declareth to be 
exceeding evil ,. and it manifeſts to me, that the robbing of a 
Nation, and that by conſent, is as greatan evil, if not greater 
before the Lord, as he that robbeth by the high-way-fide, it 
may be for hisneed ; but this to me' is certain, that che ſteal- 
ing from a ſtranger is as great an evil before the Lord our 
God, asſtealing from our neighbour. And further, this lighe 
let me fee, that I having received power to ftir up my men,and 
incourage them.in the time of fight, I muſt . either here be 
faithful tro my Nation at ſuch a time as this, or elſe I muſt 
leave my imployment; and this was a hard thing, to leave 
this piece of honor and fallary , which was allowed me , by 
which I, my Wifeand Family (ubſifted ,. and had all our live- 
lihoods by , and to become a fool to the world, and to be ſcof- 
fed, and jeered ar, and reviled, this was exceeding hard, and 
wuch trouble and war arofe in me, between the good Spiric, 


and theevil: And further, this was laid before me, bur if I 


ſhould come up with a Man of War, or a Merchants Ship-of 
the Spaniards, what courage could there be in me, to incou- 
rage my ſelf, or my Company, in this my Nations ſervice, 

who were the firſt in this tranſgreſſon) at this time. of trait ? 
and:if I ſhould incourage my men to fight againſt a.-Merchant- 
man, and beinftramental to make Fatherlefle, and Widous, 
and the imdoing of many, it is like, which might beas inno- 
cent in this Uifference, as ſome in this Nation are, would this 


be juſt beforethe Lord ? And at this time, might. I not _ 
ear 
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fear that the firſt ſhot made, the Lord might take away my life 
as ſoon as any mans, whom the Loxd did clearly manifeſt, that 
I ſtood a ſervant unto my Nation in an evil cauſe : And what 
would it profit me to gair: the world, and loſe my ſoul in this? 
And what incouragement could ] have in this, for it is a juſt 
cauſe makes the righteous bold, and ſeveral ſuch things of e- 
quity as theie, (and the Lords wayes are equal, but mans wayes 
are unequal.) | +: es of 
And thus the good Spiiit ftrived on the one hand, and my 
place of honor, and my Jivelihood, and families, and. being 
counted a fool on the other hand ; and here fleſh and blood 
ftrxwed, and Moſes was brought often before me, who ehuſed 
rather co ſuffer afflitions with the people of God, than to.en- 
joy the pleaſures of fin for a ſeaſon, for heretuſed to becalled 
the Son of Pharoahs Daughter, which was a piece of: honor, 
and jet he choſe rather to ſuffer, and ſo toendure the crofſe; 
and he that will follow Chrift , muſt deny himſelf , 
and take up the Croſſe , and follow him in righteou(- 
Yeſſe ; and the God of life beareth me witneſſein theſe things, 
that there was much ftrivings and warnings between the two 
ſpirits, or two ſeeds, inme, and had not peace night nor/ day, 
before I was made to give up my honor, and livelihood, for 
my ſelf and family, inthelethings; and I would have none 
to miſtake here, as tothink, that the good Spirit of God leads 
ro careleſneſſe and looſeneſſeof life, and not: to provide for 
their families, but on the contrary, to diligence and faith- 
fulneſſe, and ftrivingtothe maintaning of their family , in 
that which is juſt in the ſtght of God, and juſt men; and in 
this ſtriving, Gods Waitneſle, or Holy Spiric, ſpeaketh peace to 
every man and woman. and this the Scripture: alſo juſtifies, 
for a man-to-provide for his family in a juſt lawful -way , but 
not tn anunjuſt linful way. | 
But. to return. to that ſaying of mine before, that I knew 

not what'Chriſt Jeſus put an end to by che offering up himſelf; 
and as I ſaid, there 1s great different opintons in theſe our 
daies about tlie, underſtanding of the Scriptures in theſe 
things, and in truth they cannot be otherwiſe, for there was 
never any agreement.between light and darkneile, between the 


earthly wiſdome, and the heavenly, for theſe have their ſeve= 
ral 


$6. 
ral births, and their ſeveral growths, and their ſeveral fruits, 
and their ſeveral dorines, and their ſeveral praftiies, and take 
notice of this above all things, all yon thar defires to know 
che fruits'of' the two ſeeds , the two Spirits which hath been 
manifeſted in every age, all along the Scriptures, from Cain 
and Abel, to the end of the Revelation, which is this in every- 
age, Hethat was born after the fleſh, perſecuted him that was 
born after the Spirit ; and Pail ſaid, As it was in former ages, 
fo it was in his day ; and ſo may wetruly fay, asic was then, 
foit is now : Many teſtimonies might be given of this, and 
many hath born their teſtimony againſt wickedneſſe until death, 
for the ſervants of God dcth clearly ſee, and it is clearly ma- 
nifeſted by the Spirit of , Truth , what Chriſt Jeſs put an end 


to, by the offering up of himſelf, who was the ſubſtance of all 


clic ſhadows, and in whom they all ended; and all the; thac 
believerh in him, are fully ſatisfied rotiching thoſe things, and 
continueth not'in the commands once viven, but in the do= 
&rine and praGtiſes of the Apoſtles; as for inſtance, the Lamb 
without blemifh, which was the Lords Paſſeover, which was 8 
be kepta Feaſt throughout their Generations, by an Ordi- 
nance forever : Seethe twelf of Exodys 5. 11. and 14. verſes. 
Now ſee, all thoſe that believed in Chriſt, that continued in 


the Apoſtles dodrine, they ceaſed from this command, going 


before, and refted in this dofrine, that Chriſt their Paſſeover 
was ſacrificed for them, according to Payls teſtimony , for he 


was a Lamb without blemiſh ; as it is written of him, He was 


in dll things Ithe untous, finonly excepted; for he was the Son 
of God, the ſecond Ada made without fin , had no original 
fn, for when the devil came to him, he had nothing in him; 
and fo much 1s onr Paſfeover before thoſe that were offeced 
year by year, and he is the everlaſting Pafſeover for ever, and 
ended theother, to all thoſe that refteth 3n him : So likewiſe 
the Sactifices and the Offerings was' commanded; but in the 
end of the world, of all thoſe ſhadows, 'he came, and he faith; 
Sacrifices and Offerings for fin thou wouldeſt rt , but a body haſt 
thou prepared me to (uffer in. ' Here 'was an end put to- all the 
ſuffertngs of the Beaſts, and to the 'divers waſhings, and the 
carnal Ordinances which was but impoſed until the time of 
Reformation, for theſe conld neyer purge the conſcience _ 
ca 


ti ) 

dead works, to ſerve the IR but the ſubſtance of all 
the ſhadows was todo that, by the coming in of himſelf, ac- 
cording to his promiſe in the fourteenth of Fehr, ver. 17. For] Jon 
be dwelleth with you, and ſhall be in you , far he would not leave(<* 114: [7 
them comfortleſſe , and that he wonld ſend. the Spirit of Truth 
which fpould lead into all truth , and that known, which lead- 
eth into all truth, was the Saints Comforter; and as it was 
then, ſoit is now. Alſoit came into Davids heart to build an 
Houſe for God, but the Lord ſaid his Son ſhould build it; as . 
may be read at large in the firſt of the Kings, the 8th chap. &} Jar. 
13. verle, it 1s ſaid, Thave ſurely built thee an houſe, to dell in ay C:8N 143 
fettled place , for thee to abide in for ever. | 

Now this Houſe or. Temple which Solomon built became a” 
Honſe of Prayer , and Gods pre.ence filled it ; but when TIſra- 
e! polluted it, and made an Idol of it, the Lord abhorred 
chem, though they ſeemingly cryed it up, ſaying , The Temple 
of the Lord, the Temple of the Lord, and the ſame Generation 
madeita Den of Tiueves, but Chitft made a ſcourge of ſmall 
cordsto whip all that filthineſſe out, and it were well this were ' 
witnefled in you; and this Temple, or Houſe of Prayer , hath. 
3n former Generations been cried up by thoſe that got into a 
form of godlinefſe; and now alto '>y the ſameGenerations, 
That 1s in a formof godlineſſe, they cry up their Temple or 
Church, to bea Houle of Prayer, and it is (et up Eat and 
Wejt, m umitation of thefift Temple, or Houſe of Prayer : 
Bur people conſider. the fixſt mvention of theſe ſetting up, was 
the Paprji to ſay Maſs in, which you ſomuch m word deteſt and 
abhor; bur people conſider, this ſettled place for God to abide 
in forever, came to an end, and that from Chrifts own month 
tothe Woman of Samaria, when ſhe {aid untohim , Our Fa\ ſolu 
thers worſhipped in this Mountain, and ye (ay, that at Jexuſalem(C 4:V2 0 
is the place where men micht to worſhip: Mind the Anſwer of 
* Chrift, whoſaith, The hour cometh, and now is, that thetruewor= yy. + | 
ſhippers ſhall 'worſhip the Father in Spirit and Trath . for he ſeck- 
eth ſach to worſhip him. And further. ſee the ceftimonies and 
pradi:es of the Servantsof Chriſt againſt it, as Stephens teſti-} , , 6-5 
mony againftthat which was once. commanded in the ſeventh Bo wid 
of the 4s, ſaying, Soliton built bim an houſe, howbeit the mo't i REO 7 
High dwelleth not in Temples made with hands : And here” he "0 

| | ring- 
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'bringeth one of the Prophets teftimomies alſo againſt it,as ſairl 
che Prophet, Heaven is my Throne, and Earth is my Footſtool 3 
what houſe will you build me, ſaith the Lord? or what is the 
lace of myrei? Further Solomon ſaith, The Heaven of Heavens 
lcannot contain bim , much leſſe this bouſe which Thave built ; and 
ſo many of the Fews cryed up the Houſe of God, which was 
once commanded, but was found out of the life of righteous 
neſſe,. and then the P:ophets of God cried againſt them, 
chough they cried the Tenple of the Lord, the Temple of the 
Lord, as the true ſervants of the Lord donow againft rhem 
that holds up an imitation of that Houſe of Prayer, who hath 
neither command nor praiſe from .any of the ſervants of 
God ſince Chriſt, but a flat teſtimony againſt that which was 
commanded of God , much more againftall! the imications 
of that without any command, in: thefe words, God dwelleth 
not in. Temples made with bands: And let all people take no- 
tice of Pauls teſtimony , who ſaithof thoſe that are new crea- 
tures, Tearethe Church of God, whoſe bodies was the Temples 4 
the living God, according to the promiſe of God, who ſaid, 
.He would walk in them ; and Peter, who faith, Te as /iving ſtones 
built up @ ſpiritual houſe; and thele are thofe that Chrift -ſpake 
of, which worthipped tne Father in Spirit and Truth: And 
ſonow his people 1s his Houſe of Prayer, and puts an end to 
the firſt Houſe of Prayer: and (o theſe his ſervants now crieth 
the ſame cry as was-of old. God dwelleth not in Temples made 
with hands, neither is he worſhipped there, but in Spirit and Truth, 
11 his Temple, which is his people. 
So alſo concerning Circumcifion , God: commanded Abra- 
ham in the ſeventeenth of Geneſis, ſaying, He that is born in 
Gear: c +195 [thy bouſe, and he that i« bought with thy money, mujt needs be cir- 
v:l3 cumciſed; and my Covenant ſhall be in your fleſh, for an everlajt- 
ing Covenant. See, this was put an end to after Chriſt came, 
as by the preaching of Pay, in theſe words, in the fifth of the 
.Galathians, from the ſecond verſe to the fourth verſe, If you 
be circumciſed, Chriſt ſhall profit you nothing for T teilifie again to 
every manthat is circumciſed , that he is a debter to do the whole 
Law, and Chriſt is —_— no effet unto him. See alſo the (e- 
cond of the Romans, verie 28, 29. For heis not a Jew, which js 
. one outward, neither is that circumcifion, which js olitward, in the 


fleſh, 
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Feſh, bit keia a Few which « one inwardly. And ſee here the 
ther , Circumgfon which was once commanded to be in the 
fleſh for an ever|Ming Covenant, here ended, as by theſe words 
of Paul, ſaying, Circumcif.on is that of the heart, in the ſpirit, 
whoſe praiſes is not of Men, but of God; and faith, that is not Cir- 
cumcifion which is outward in the feſh; and ſo the cutting off of 
the body of the fins of the fleſh made without hands, by the 
Sword of the Spirit, is the ſubſtanceof the outward cutting off 
the foreskin ; and this ſubſtance 1s to remain for ever , whoſe 
praiſe is of God; and Gods* Spirit beareth witnefſe with 
the ſpirit of every man and woman, whether they do witneſſe 
the ſubſtance in them yea orno, for of a truth the ſervants of 
God that we read of in Scripture , did witneſſe themſelves to - 
be new creatures, Old things paſt away, and all things to become 
new , and had crucified the fleſh, with the affte&ions and luſts, 
and this was, and 1s the true Circumciſion. | 
| And further, concerning the Sabbath, or reſt day, as we find 


it often remembred to the people tobe kept holy; ſee the 20th? g, 


of Exodws and tenth verſe , But the ſeventh day is the Sabbath of ( 
the. Lord thy God.in it thou ſhalt net do axy work', thou, nor thy Son, 
ncr tky daughter, thy man-ſervant, nor thy maid-ſeruvant , nor thy 
catte! ; People, hereis the command, rhe ſeventh day 1s the 
Reſt, wherein neither man, maid, nor cattel was to bear a bur- 
den in, ortodo any manner of work on that day. New ac- 
cording to this command of God, all this Nation is exceeding 
cuilty before God in the breach of this command : in this, 
inſtead of keeping the ſeventh day, we keep the eighth day, 
_ which is the firſt day of the week , which God commanded we 
ſhould work on , and ſo we have changed his day, and do all 
manner of drudgery work, and moſt ſervileſt on the ſeventh 
day, which he commanded we ſhould do no manner af work 
on; and I know from hence hath the Teachers of the people 
inforc*d the keeping of the firft day , according to the com- 
mayd of the ſeventh, once given by God to the people, wit- 
nefſe the Magiſtracy, if any openeth their ſhops on the firſt day 
of the week , ( which God commanded might be wrought on) 
they are took and ſent to priſon, as breakers of the Sabbath, 
and ſo if any man, woman, or ſervant, be carrying any thing 
on that day under their clgaks or coats, although. it may be of 

: ne- 
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neceſſity , it 1s taken from them, and it may be fined, as break- 


of water to dreſſe her families dinner, the Mitice commands 
her pale to be taken from her, and ſhe reproved as a tranſgreſ- 
ſor of the Sabbath 3 O miſerable is the poor eaten up! whoſe 
pale may be more to her than the Lord Mayors horſe , or She- 
riffs horſe , or great mens horſes, and coaches to be taken 
from them , on that day for breaking the Sabbath , as, they 
call it, who ſhonld be a pattern and an exampie to others in 
keeping Gods command, if they do look upon themſelves to 
be under that command , for their cattel was forbidden from 
labour, as wellas man : And here thoſe that are called inferi- 
|, ours, are judged as tranſgreſſors of the Sabbath , who doth 
as afore 1s mentioned, it 1s like out of their need; and thoſe 
that are called Superiours, who doth as before is mentioned, 
out of their pride, and thee are not judged as tranſgrefſors of 
the Sabbath : Surely the Judge of the whole earth ſeeth and 
knoweth theſe things, who judgeth righteous Judgement ; but 
letus come to Chriſt, from whom itis alledged, the day-is to 
be kept from his Reſurreion , 1t would be well they knew 
Chriſt riſen in them.; and we ſhall find ſome in that nature, 
who paid tythes of Mint , and 4nnis, and Gummin, and neg- 
le&ed the weightier matters of Judgement and Mercy ; and 
did nct theſein this nature ſay Chriit was not of God, becauſe 
his Diſciples plucked ears of corn on the Sabbath day, and he 
«bid the man take up his burden, his bed, and walk, and this 
was on the Sabbath day , and that he kept company with fin- 
«ners, , and they ſaid he was a friend of Pablicans and finners, 
and that he caſt out devils, through Be/zebuh the Prince of de- 


be glad that thoſe now that pretend for the honor of God, and 
keeping of the Sabbath, were not found in the ſameſteps of 
them of old, in negle&ing Judgement and Mercy , which are 
the weightier matters. 

So now it 18no new thing (for thoſe who have believed, who 
are entred into reſt which 1s everlaſting ) to be counted tran(- 
orefors of the Sabbath , ſeeing Chriſt himſelf was counted-as 


0 man, 


> 


# the Lordof the Sabbath , and the Sabbath was. not made for 


ers of the Sabbath, and it may be a poor wogan earry a pale - 


vils; and was not theſe from Judgement and' Mercy ? I could | 


\ 4 tranſgrefſor of the Sabbath, or Reſt; and Chriſt ſaich Man - 
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man,' but man for the Sabbath: And fee the do&rine of Paul, < 
who receivedit not of man, nor by man, but by the Revelati- 
on of Jeſus Chriſt, forthe deep things of God was revealed 
ro him by his Spirit, and he in his do&rine and teaching la- 
boured to bring the people wholly off all the offeringsMnd di- 
yers waſhings. Alio the Paſſeover, Q# Temple made with 
hands, the Circumc1iion, the dayes, the times, the moneths, 
and the years: And here he overthroweth the whole pra@iſe 
of the Fewes, which was once commanded of God, yea the 
Sabbath day alſo, and ſaith, That whoſoever believeth, hath en- © 
tred into Rejt; this Reſt 1s the ſubſtance of what the ſeventh 


day Reſt was a figure or type of. And people, mind theſe} Galat: Ch 


words ſpoken by the Apoſtle to the Galathians, (from theninth 


to the eleventh,verſe of the fourth Chapter ) Te obſerve daiesand*'9* for (V7 


times, and moneths, and yeat's, in theſe are underitood the whole 
praiſe of the Feres; and he faith to the Galathians , becauſe 
they were obſerving of dates, times, moneths, and years, I am a- 
fraid of you, lea,t T have beſtowed upon you labour in vain. Here 
you may ſee the Apoſtles labour was'to bring them off the daies 
and times; and did not the fewes obſerve the Sabbath daies? 
yea, and did not the falſe Minifters,who preached Chrift among 
the Gentiles, ſay to them, Except they were circumciſed, and kept © 
the Law of Moſes, they could not be ſaved, to whom the Apoſtles 
gaveno ſuch commandment ; and theſe were thoſe that trou- 
bled the Gentiles, that the Apoſtle faith, T would they were cut off © 
that trouble you : and it was a bard matter for the Apoſtle to 
keep the people from running into thoſe things that was once 


commanded, that he ſaith in ftrengthening of the Colotians, in colobc aus 
the ſecond Chapterand fixteenth verſe, againſt thoſe falle Mi-(c:2:v 16 


niſters, Let noman therefore judge you in meats, 0r in drinks, or in 
reſpett of an holy day, or of. the new moons, or of Sabbath dates. 
#hich he | ſaith tothem , touch n#, tai not, handle not, which all 
are to periſh with the uſing. Here mind, the Sabbath dayes was 
ſpoken againſt, as well as all the. reft of the things , which he} 
calls the Rudiutents of the world in the ſame Chapter; andin 
che fourteenth of the Romans, there was liberty held forth to} 
thoſe that believed in Chriſt ; for as I ſaid before, it was a hard 
matter to' bring: the people of all the meats, and drinks, 


and dayes, which had been commanded and praGiled, thar 
C2 ſome 
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ſome who believed, . made conſcience in ſome of thoſe things ; 
as mayberead in that Chapter , as one man eſteemed one day 
above another, another eſteemed every day alike; let every 
man be fully perſwkded in his own mind, and ſo he that eſteem- 
ed evelF day alike: People, what was the Sabbath day which 
was commanded of @þd ? judge you in your ſelves, in this 
man which efteemed every day altke; and it was the Do&rine 
and Praviſe of the Apoſtles, ro bring of all the meats and 
drinks, the divers waſhings, the ſacrifices and offerings for ſin, 
the Paſſeover, the Temple worſhip, the Circumeition , the 
daies, the moneths, the times, and years , yea, and the :Sab+ 
bath dayes, which were but ſhadows, and faita the body is 


GEa- c:16{Chriſt; and indeed it was his promiſe that he would ſend the 
| Comforter into his Diſciples, which he: ſaith was the Spirit of 


truth, which would lead them into all truth ; and- fo all thoſe 
that enjoyed this holy Spirit, the ſubſtance,.cryed down all the 


ſhadows , as you may lee Stephen in his charge to thoſe that 


were circumciſed , and its like they kept thole things menti- 
oned before , who ſaith e iti fi-necked and uncircumeifed in 
heart-and ears, yea, do alayes reliſt the Holy Ghoſt, as your 
Fathers did, ſo do ye, and they gnaſhed on himwith their 
teech, and ſtoned him-to death for ſpeaking the truth to them. 
So here people you may ſee who they were,& who they are;that 
doth reſiſt the Holy Ghoſt, or Spirit, . who are the uncircumci- 
ſed in heart and ears, and theſe in all ages were and are the 
murderers, as you may ſee by them that murdered Stephen ; 
Stephen told them, as you may read, Which of the Prophets have 
not your Fatbers perſecuted, and they have flain them which 
ſhewed before the coming of the juſt one, of whom ye have 
been now the-betrayersand murderers; and people mind here, 


Stephen ranks theſe that murdered the juſt 'one, Chriſt Telus,” 


and now were proceeding further ro murder him,to be the chil- 
dren of thoſe that flew in all ages the Prophets, as:you may ſee 
in theſe words of Stephen tc them, viz. Which of the Prophets 
have not your Fathers perſecuted, and they have flain them, which 
ſewed before the coming of the juſt one, of whom ye have now been 
the betrayers and the murderers : This truth they could not en- 
dure, although it was ſound dodrine ;. and people, let me tell 
you, I know.very well this can be born by youto hear this,both 
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by Rulers and pos at a diſtance from yon; bat let me tell 
yon, whoever you be, high or low, rich or poor, noble or igno- 
ble, profeſſor or prophane, that if there be found inany of 
you an envious ſpirit, this 1s the ground of murder, and thou 
artthe man or woman in- whomloever this is found, and I 
warn you all in Gods fear to have a care of this ſpirit, for from 
hence proceedeth the ation to murder, or flay, in whomſoe- 
ver this ſpirit of envy is found, whether King, Prince, Ruler, 
or people, thou artthe man that is uncircumciſed in heart and 
ears, and alwayes rejiſteth the Holy Ghoſt, or Spirit, as your fa- 
thers did, ſo doye; for whoſover thou be that refifteth that 
ſpirit that manifeſteth to thee thy envy which lodgeth in thee, 
thou art the man or woman that reſ{iſteth the Holy Ghoſt, cr 
Spirit; for that ſpirit of purity that manifeſteth in theethy 
envy, or any other wickednefle that thou art guilty of, that 15 
Gods gift to thee, whoever thou art, and 1s a meaſure of his 
holy ſpirit given thee to profit by, according as it is written, 
That a meaſure of the ſpirit is given to every man to profit withall ; 
and for ever happy ſhall they be;that through this,crucifieth the 
envy, with all the other filthy afte&tions and luſts. of the fleſh, 
which may ariſe in thee. ; 

Oh people! What ſhould I fay to rou who are rebellions,that 
God ſhould give ſuch a gift as this is to the rebellious, as a 
light to ſhine in your dark hearts, which the darknefſe compre- 
hendeth it not, and this is the light that lettetch you ſee envy, 
and the reft of: your ungodly deeds, and reproveth them ; and 
whatſoever dota reproveand make-manifeſt envy, and the like, 
1s light, according as it 15 written: But 1s this the Holy Ghoft, 
that which (heweth to man envy, and all ungodlineffe , which 
Srephen told thoſe murderers that murdered Chriſt, and him- 
ſd, they alwayes reſiſted the Holy Ghoſt, as your Fathers did ; 
yea, it1is the Holy Ghoft, or Holy Spirit,that hath often mani- 
teſted ro you people, your envy, your dealing deceittully, your 
wicked ends, and your ungodly luſts ; yea, people, this is the 
ſpirit that hath often ſtrived with you, and I beleech you for 
his ſake who giveth you this pearl or precious gift, not to ſlight 
it, or ſpeak evil of it, for fear that may come out againſt you, 
which the Lord ſaith, My Spirit ſpall not alwayes firive With you. 

Oh! this patience, and long-ſ(uffering, and ftriving of on | 
F 
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'by his holy Spirit, will come £ anend, as itdid -toſome that 
- C Paul mentioned in that Epiſtle tothe Romans, 1n theſe words, 
[ becauſe they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave 
them over to a reprobate ſenſe, tocommt fin with greedineſſe. And 
truly in many this Holy Ghoſt, or Holy Spirit which hath ftri- 
ved, hath been refifted, and this ſpirit is neer wholly ſlain in 
many, for he is crucihed in ſpiritual Sodom and Egypt, accord- 


ingas It is written : But people, I beleech you before it be too: 


late, flight not the day of your viſitation, while yet there may 
be any checking or reproving found ſtriving in you, for who 
knoweth that. if there may be yet a turning to God at the 
length, but that chou mayelt be received for thoſe that came 1n- 
to the Vineyard at the eleventh hour , had their penny ; and 
this is an invitation people to all you that the ſpirit hath ſtrived 
long with, for God who 1s over all, through all, and .in all, is 
manifeſting himſelf once more in the earth 1n.great power, 
praiſe, praiſe, endlefle praiſes be to his holy Pure Name, for 
everandever. Now the Lord Almighty, who openeth, and none 
(butteth, and ſhutteth, andnone openeth , opened and enlighten- 
ed my ſpirit to ſee thele things herein contained before I writ 
them; and it was manifeſt to me, that noman lighteth a candle 
to be put under a buſhel; fo my ſpiric being enlightened with 
theſe things, were not to be hid, and the talent was not to be 
hid in the napkin : Theſethings were manifeſted tome, after it 
pleaſed God to reveal his Son in me, to ſtay.my mind upon 
him, and they are direed to all ſorts of people; in love ts 
them, to try themſelves by Gods eternal witneſfſe 1n the cole- 
neſle of their ſpirits, to ſee which of theſe three eſtates they are 
in, whether in my firſt, which was.wholly alive to fin and wick- 
edneſle, in open prophaneneſle; this was my firſt reſt, until God 
afflicted me : My ſecond was this, The eſtate that David was in, 
was felt, which was my ſoul in the horrible pit of darknefle, 
wherein there was no water, or true refreſhment; yet @ fearch- 
ing through reading, and hearing Sermons in the firſt wiſdom, 
and 1n this made a profeſſion of God and Chrift, and it 1s 
like profited beyond many of my equals, and in this was my 
zeal for God, but not from true knowledge , and here was a 
great difierence from my open prophanenefle, and this was 
my ſecond reſt, and this continued until God1evealed his Son 

in 


| 
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inme, toſtay my mind upon him, from being carried about 
with every wind of do&rine. The third was, in order to my 
deliverance, and it was ſaid, Now ſhall the Prince of this world 
be caft out, and the firong man bound , and the true warfare now 
came to be felt (which many aretalking of ) the two ſeeds, the 
two ſpirits, the two Nations ſtriving in my womb, not without 
me, which the one 1s bleſſed, and the other 1scurſed, before 
they come forth, and the elder 15 to ſerve the younger; and 
in this 1s the many Revelations which God ty his Spirit re- 
vealeti , which cannot be believed by the world, although a 
man ſhould declare them ; yea, in this 1s the unutterable words 
heard, and the deep thingsof God revealed by his Spirit, and 
yet there1s a thorn given me 1n the fieſh, the meſſenger of Sa- 
ran, to buffet me, bur through mercy come to havea ſecret 
hope, in the ſufficiency of the grace which is able to build up, 
and give ar inheritance , and thole thar comeup hither, wit=- 
neſle this Scripture fiilfilled, So many as are led by the Spirit of 
God, they are the Sons of God; and ſeals to this promi G of God, that 
they are all taught of God; and as Fohn ſaith, They have the ho- 
ly annointing, which teacheth them all things, and needeth no man 
to teach them, but #s tke holy annointing teacheth them ; theſe are 
rrue ſayings, and bleffed are all thoſe that comes up hither,and 

continueth in their meaſure faithful : and the cry of the inno- 

cent and harmlefſe Lambs of Chriſt, that are come up hither, 

is come up beforethe Lord God Almighty, and he 1s rifing to 

plead their cauſe, for they have no he:per in the earths; even 

ſo come Lord Jelus, come quickly. 


Written about the tenth monet{1 
in the year, 1659. bo 


Fames Strutt.. 
THE END. 


Theſe Books may be had at the Bull and Mouth. 


